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General mobility represents 75% of the carbon 
footprint of the average PhD student

Academics travel a lot

https://www.knowledgeecology.me/do-you-get-to-travel-a-lot-as-a-phd-researcher/

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2013.05.025

Attending conferences accounts for 35% of the 
total footprint (close to half of all mobility)

https://www.knowledgeecology.me/do-you-get-to-travel-a-lot-as-a-phd-researcher/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecolind.2013.05.025


Per Diem
/pəː ˈdiːɛm/

noun
noun: per diem; plural noun: per diems

an allowance or payment made for each day.
"per diems are still allowed for out-of-state legislators"

adverb
adverb: per diem

for each day (used in financial contexts).
"he agreed to pay at certain specified rates per diem"



https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2002-10337 

https://www.boe.es/buscar/act.php?id=BOE-A-2002-10337


Daily Allowance Table



Daily Allowance Table

PRIME MINISTER OF SPAIN
UNIVERSITY RECTORS



Daily Allowance Table

WITHOUT A BACHELOR’S DEGREE



Daily Allowance Table

CLOSE TO ALL ACADEMIC STAFF



Daily Allowance Table

MAXIMUM AMOUNT PER NIGHT



Daily Allowance Table

FULL AMOUNT,
GET TO KEEP UNSPENT FUNDS*



Some highlights from this table

Lists 98 countries after including Spain

Average total diet is 142 € per day

Hasn’t changed for 20+ years (since 2002)

Includes the defunct Federal Republic of Yugoslavia

Totals are miscalculated for 1 in 4 countries



Which are the best and 
worst countries to attend 
a conference as a 
researcher in Spain?

RESEARCH QUESTION

(financially speaking)



Spanish Daily Allowances

Methodology

https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/prices_by_country.jsp?displayCurrency=EUR&itemId=1

Official table from Annex III of RD 462/2002

Accommodation Prices
Room rates for hotels and guesthouses in Booking.com located 
≤5km away from the city center of the capital of each country

Meal Prices
Numbeo’s Average price at an inexpensive restaurant per country

https://www.numbeo.com/cost-of-living/prices_by_country.jsp?displayCurrency=EUR&itemId=1


Profit or Plummet Score

(1)    PPS = PPSlodging + PPSmeals 

(2)    PPSlodging = min(MaxLodging − AvgLodging, 0) 

(3)    PPSmeals = MaxMeals − 2 · AvgMeals

Daily amount of euros a researcher gets to keep or pay out of pocket



Results
# Country

Profit or Plummet Score (PPS)

Lodging Meals Total

🥇   1 Japan -2.75 84.50 81.75

🥈  2 Colombia 0.00 69.47 69.47

🥉  3 Brazil 0.00 69.31 69.31

⋮ ⋮ ⋮ ⋮ ⋮

92 Spain -106.81  11.40 -95.41

93 Malta -103.06 1.85 -134.01

94 Jamaica -166.43 32.42 -134.01

95 United States -222.95 33.30 -189.65



Conclusion
The PPS is ≥0 for only 55 countries
Where researchers do not lose money when travelling

All countries have a positive PPSmeals
Meal allowances are fine

68% of countries have a negative PPSlodging
Researchers lose on average 33 € per night on accommodation



Thanks for listening
Any questions?
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